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I am writing in behalf of Daniel Warwick, the Superintendent of Schools in Springfield, who has 
recently contacted my office for assistance. In late February, the Springfield Public Schools 
received word that the FCC had decided to not fund any Priority 2 applications for the 2013-
2014 school year, in which the district had requested nearly $4 million. This funding would have 
upgraded cabling and wireless in six of the largest schools, serving about 6,400 students, and 
continue to maintain infrastructures already in place. 

Since the su_rport and maintenance takes place throughout the year, the district begins incurring 
costs July 1 of the fiscal year. By the time the decision to not fund these projects occurred, the 
Springfield Public Schools had already used $544,560. This late decision leaves the Springfield 
Public Schools with a large gap in their budget, with only four months left in the fiscal year. 
N ear:ly ninety percent of the students served by the district come from low income homes, and 
the schools have been proactive in providing technology to support the digital-age teaching and 
learning for the students, but without the funding to improve programs. this cannot be done. 

Both myself, and the Springfield Public School District, would greatly appreciate any assistance 
you· can provide for both the funding for basic maintenance for this school year and the 
understanding of the importance of helping Districts maintain networks that E-Rate has helped 
them install. 

Sincerely, 

R,ichard E. Neal 
Member of Congress 
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U.S. House of Representatives 
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Dear Congressman Neal: 

May 16, 2014 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Daniel Warwick, the 
Superintendent of Springfield, Massachusetts Schools, regarding the inability of the Schools and 
Libraries universal support mechanism (the E-rate program) to provide financial support for 
"priority two" services for the current 2013 funding year. I understand your concerns regarding 
the impact of the denial of funding for internal connections, particularly for school districts with 
a high percentage of economically disadvantaged students, such as those in Springfield. 

Funding for the E-ratc program is capped at approximately $2.4 billion per year. Under 
the current rules, E-rate funds are allocated according to rules of priority, with first priority 
provided to requests for telecommunications services and Internet access (priority one services). 
Any funds remaining after funding requests for priority one services are allocated to requests for 
support for internal connections and basic maintenance of internal connections (priority two 
services). For funding year 2013, insufficient funds were available to fund priority two services. 
As a result none of the applicants, including Springfield chools, that sought priority two 
funding in funding year 2013 received such support. 

The E-rate program's current inability to ensure predictable funding for Wi-Fi and other 
internal connections is one of the key issues I am seeking to address as we take steps to 
modernize the E-rate program. In order to help provide our students with a 21st century 
education, it is essential that we re-prioritize program resources to focus on high-speed 
broadband connectivity both to schools and libraries and within schools and libraries. One of the 
specific objectives I have in modernizing the program is to ensure that all schools and libraries 
have predictable funding for Wi-Fi connectivity. chools and libraries should not have to be in a 
wait-and-see mode about the availability of funding for Wi-Fi connections, as is the case today. 

My goal is for the Commission to adopt an Order this summer that would implement 
fundamental structural and administrative changes, the results of which would go into effect in 
FY 2015. We need to ensure that the E-rate program supports the high-capacity broadband 
needed to give our students access to 21st century educational opportunities, while 
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simultaneously improving the efficiency and administration of the program and establishing 
explicit program goals and measurements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

incerely, 

Tom Wheeler 


